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STUDENT W O RK S TO END CY CLE O F D O M ESTIC V IO LEN CE
MISSOULA—
Salish Kootenai College student Rebecca Longtree hopes to stop the cycle of domestic
violence among American Indian women.
Longtree is a member of the Montana Campus Compact, a statewide nonprofit based at
The University of Montana that works to prepare active citizen leaders for Montana.
Through her work with MTCC, Longtree mentors girls in seventh through 12th grades
at Two Eagle River School on the Flathead Indian Reservation in Pablo. She provides
information about domestic violence awareness and prevention in a class titled Healthy
Relationships.
“Some of my students have already been in severely abusive relationships with their
partners, see domestic violence every day in their homes, are neglected, have been raped, are
being abused,” Longtree said. “If this cycle is not changed, it will be the norm for their
children.”
“American Indians and C rim e,” a U.S. Department of Justice report, states that
American Indian women experience the highest rate of violence of any group in the United
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States.
Longtree, a native of Tacoma, W ash., has been a victim of domestic abuse on multiple
occasions and fully understands. When girls at Two Eagle River School confide in her, she
provides “from experience” advice and solutions.
“They learn from me and take whatever they can from me as a mentor or even just a
positive presence in their lives,” Longtree said. “And in turn, they give me strength and pride
in my everyday life. ”
MTCC is a consortium of 19 colleges and universities committed to renewing the public
purposes of higher education by promoting civic engagement in communities across the state.
The organization’s programs benefit community members such as low-income families,
the elderly, at-risk youth and migrant and minority groups by supporting civic engagement
activities, including community service, service-learning and building campus-community
partnerships.
For more information, call MTCC Executive Director Dean McGovern at 406-2435177 or e-mail mcgovern@mtcompact.org. Information about MTCC also is online at
http:/ / www.mtcompact.org.

m
DM/bd
Local, dailies, tribal
011907mtcc

